
Boston: It’s freezing over here. When people 
go outside, they can hardly breathe. It feels 
like this cold is wrapped around their necks, 
making them choke. 

Dominican Republic: I’m sweating so much! 

Boston: Oh, man. That would be a nice feeling 
to have right now. I’d like to go to the beach 
and river every day and not have to wear a 
heavy coat every time I leave the house. 

Dominican Republic: Yeah—I guess my 
country is pretty special. There was a women 
here who called her granddaughter and 
describes how every time it rains you can 
smell the heat coming out off the ground. 
In fact, I think her granddaughter lives over 
there in Boston. 

Boston: All this cold weather has me starving 
to death — I need something to eat. 

Dominican Republic: I would like un pastelito 
de pollo. 

Boston: What’s that?

Dominican Republic: Un pastelito is fried 
dough stuffed with chicken, ham, cheese, 
fish, eggs, or vegetables. Yeah—it’s pretty 
sweet.

Boston: Where can I find one?

Dominican Republic: They’re pretty hard to 
find over there. 
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Dear sidekicks, superheroes, friends, & supporters,

I write to you from the distant galaxy of Roxbury’s Egleston 
Square, home of 826 Boston’s award-winning youth writing 
center, where we provided writing and tutoring support to 
nearly 3,000 students, launched a satellite after-school tutoring 
program at the Grove Hall Branch of the Boston Public Library, 
and published hundreds of student stories. With your heroic 
support, we did it all free of charge to students and families.

One parent expressed her thanks this way: “I really worry 
about having a safe place for my son to go after school. Now, 
he finishes his homework, spends time reading each day, and 
even published a story.” There’s more in these pages about the 
impact we’re having together to raise a community of writers.

Thank you for your steadfast support,

Daniel Johnson 
Founding Executive Director, 826 Boston

Credits: All photos (except staff photos 
on page 2 and 3) by Gretjen Helene 
Photography. Design by Victoria Ancone. 



by thierry jacques, Age 10

Story From I Rate Today -1,000
Dear Diary,

My mom is a Superhero! 

I was watching TV with my dad and my mom, and we saw on the news 
that a 100-story building fell over in Boston today. Right after we saw 
that story my mom ran to the bathroom. Suddenly, I saw her jumping out 
the back window in a blue, black, and white outfit. 

With our after-school program wait list exceeding 300 students, 826 Boston partnered with the 
Grove Hall Branch of the Boston Public Library to open our first satellite tutoring program.

In our new home-away-from-home in Grove Hall, students work one-on-one with tutors to 
complete homework, spend time reading aloud, and embark on ambitious, long-term writing 
projects that culminate in professionally published books. Students in our after-school locations 
collaborated with a student-run editorial board to publish I Rate Today a -1000: Diary Entries 
about Days Good & Bad from Across Time & Space with the help of kid hero and author Jeff 
Kinney, the mastermind of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid series.

The program’s first year was a huge success, providing 50 students with 1,020 
tutoring hours from 826 Boston staff and Boston College’s PULSE program 
volunteer tutors.

Program 

launch:  Satellite After-School Site  

at the Grove Hall Library



826 Boston’s programs demonstrate how involving students in project-based 
learning and immersing them in a culture of creativity can harness their 
imagination, boost their literacy skills, and heighten their academic performance. In the 2014-2015 
school year, 826 Boston offered more than 19,000 hours of one-on-one tutoring to nearly 3,000 
underserved students through the programs listed below.

Programs & Activities

In the fall of 2014, seventh-grade teacher 
Jennifer De Leon partnered with 826 
Boston on a Young Authors’ Book Project. 
An author herself, Jennifer collaborated 
with 826 Boston to create Things Will Get 
Better and More Delicious, an inventive 
twist on a memoir collection. 

“As a teacher, I know to expect this sight 
come September just like I can expect juicy 
Expo markers to run dry. What I can never 
quite anticipate, however, are the stories 
that will bloom within the silent spaces.” 
Jennifer writes in the book’s foreword. 

After-School & Weekend  
Tutoring Program  	

In addition to homework help, students 
participate in ambitious long-term writing 
projects that result in published books. 
Weekday sessions serve students ages 
6 to 18. Weekend sessions cater to older 
students and feature additional help with 
college essays and applications.

In-School Writing & Publishing Program   	

826 Boston partners with 16 Boston Public 
Schools to provide in-class writing tutoring 
to hundreds of students with tailored 
curricula and trained volunteers. Our 
hallmark Young Authors’ Book Projects 
are hands-on endeavors that culminate 
in professionally designed books, such as 
Things Will Get Better and More Delicious: 
Stories From Our Lives So Far.

Teen Employment & Alumni Programs

With Boston Youth Fund Support, 826 
Boston employs and trains 10 outstanding 
college-bound BPS high school students 
each year to serve as mentors and tutors 
to students in 826 Boston after-school 
programs, gaining on-the-job training and 
leadership skills.

Jennifer De Leon:
Teacher, Author, 

826 Partner



In the fall of 2013, 826 Boston launched  
The Writers’ Room in partnership with Northeastern  
University and the John D. O’Bryant School of Math and  
Science. In its second full year of operation, the Writers’ Room allowed 826 Boston to deliver 
more than 7,694 hours of tutor support to 1,000 students. 

A bustling hub for class visits and drop-in tutoring help, 
the space also hosts after-school writing workshops, 
Rubix, the school’s first literary magazine, a novel writing 
club, a spoken word club, and a journalism club. Thanks 
to the work of our Northeastern University volunteers 
and partners, students who frequent The Writers’ Room 
meet mentors—authors, college students, journalists—
who are making their mark in the creative world.

Students, teachers, and administrators at the O’Bryant 
attest to the power of the Writers’ Room model. 
Crystal Coy Gonfa, ELA Program Director, reports, 
“Our student body is quite diverse; many are first or 
second generation immigrants whose first language is 

not English...The Writers’ Room helps us to ‘level the playing field’ for our students in order to 
provide them the writing tools necessary to compete successfully 
at the collegiate level.”

Workshops & Summer Theater & Writing Camp    	

From time travel to sports writing, our school vacation workshops seek to inspire writing in 
ways not typically taught in school. In summer, 826 Boston hosted 20 middle school students 
and five teen tutors for its month-long Summer Theater and Writing Camp in collaboration with 
the American Repertory Theater. Thanks to Robert K. Kraft for major support of this initiative.

Storytelling and Bookmaking Field Trips

On weekday mornings the writing center buzzes with the enthusiasm of an entire class 
brainstorming characters, plot, and dialogue for a collaborative story. Students write and 
illustrate the tale and leave with a personal copy of a book.

The 
Writers’ Room



826 Boston FY15 Financial Activity

expenses

Total Revenue 
$860,833

GIANT SQUID GIVERS: The 
following donors gave between 
$25,000 and $100,000.  
Amelia Peabody Foundation • 
Andrew Cohn and Marcia Leavitt • 
Anonymous • Continuum • Herbie 
Bohnet and Carrie Simons • Holly 
and David Bruce • Kevin and Ellen 
Whalen • Robert K. Kraft • State 
Street Foundaton • Wellington 
Management Foundation

SASQUATCH SAVIORS: The 
following donors gave between 
$10,000 and $25,000. 
Anonymous • Elisabeth Carter • 
Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo 
& Co. LLC • Thomas Hancock 
and Cathy Fullerton • Houghton 
Mifflin Harcourt • Tim House 
and Ann Gary • Esther B. Kahn 
Charitable Foundation • Kochi 
Family Foundation • Krupp Family 
Foundation • Liberty Mutual 
Foundation • Llewellyn Foundation 
• Pioneer Investments • Schrafft 
Charitable Trust • WilmerHale  

AGOGWE ALTRUISTS: The 
following donors gave between 
$5,000 and $10,000. 
Brookline Bank • Nancy and John 
Butman • Donna Cowan and 
Barry Nelson • Marla Felcher and 
Max Bazerman • Marc Foster and 

Andrea Roberts • Jon Fullerton and 
Louisa Lund • Spencer Glendon 
and Lisa Tung • Carol Greenwald 
and John Brouder • HBO • James 
Isaacs and Ande Zellman • Thomas 
and Elizabeth Johnson • Jeff and 
Julie Kinney • Gillian and Bill Kohli 
• Ramsey McCluskey Foundation 
• Emily D’Amour Pardo and Chris 
Pardo • Jaime and Christopher 
Reid • Jeremy and Eleanor Stribling 
• Tiny Tiger Foundation • Daniel 
Wasserman 

DOVER DEMON DONORS: The 
following donors gave between 
$2,500 and $5,000. 
David and Betty Bagnani • Boston 
Cultural Council • Cultural Care 
Kids First Foundation • Charles 
and Elizabeth D’Amour • Peter 
Drench and Anne Ferguson • 
Fidelity Investments • Lisa and 
Roger Krakoff • Massachusetts 
Business Association • Jeffrey 
Mayersohn and Linda Seamonson • 
Morgan Stanley • Kathryn and Tim 
Murphy • Elizabeth and Stephen 
Rosen • Leigh Simmons • VMWare 
Foundation • David Weinstein 

PIASA BIRD PHILANTHROPISTS: 
The following donors gave between 
$1,000 and $2,500. 
Gena and Brett Barenholtz • 

Rebecca Bermont and Alex Benik 
• Kristina Bieker-Brady and David 
Brady • Boston Cab Dispatch • 
Patricia and Lalor Burdick • Alice 
Cort and Bruce Walker • Anne 
Covert • Laura DeBonis and Scott 
Nathan • Maura Doherty and Steve 
DeLano • Umi and Mike Farrell • 
Gary Gentel • Jonah Goldstein and 
Katrina Goldsaito • Daniel and Craig 
Hannafin • Kurt and Charlotte Hemr 
• John and Janice Jester • Daniel 
Johnson and Ebele Okpokwasili-
Johnson • Minnie Joung • Jacqueline 
Kates • Lou Katz and Jean Ellis 
• Dan Kingsbury • Knapp Family 
Foundation • Laurence Knowlton 
• Paul Lazay and Kathleen Huber 
• Rosalee and David McCullough 
• Morgan Stanley Foundation • 
Gregory and Kimberly Netland 
• Amy Null and Andrew Budson 
• Bryan Pennington and Emily 
Flanders • Tom Perrotta • Karen 
Pfefferle and Geoff Cisler • Amelie 
Ratliff • Clare Reilly and Mark 
Reynolds • Mitchell and Jill Roberts 
• RSF Social Finance • Daniel Salera 
and Michael McKay • Diane Savitzky 
and Michael Pappone • Mitchell 
Shames and Jane Stiles • Barbara 
and Eric Sheffels • Adam Sholley and 
Joan Moynagh • Erin Sunderland • 
Wellesley Bank • Kathleen Whalen 
and Anne Haggerty • Whole Foods • 
Rob Wilstein and Lorri Berrenberg 

Total Expenses 
$843,370

to the 2014–2015 Foundations, 
Corporations and Donors

thank you!

46% events   35% grants   14% individuals 
4% corporate support   1% store

68% programs   24% fundraising    
8% administration

Revenue 
REVENUE



SQUONK SUPPORTERS: The 
following donors gave between 
$500 and $1,000.
Arnie Bauchner and Eda Spielman 
• Jeffrey and Sarah Beir • Michael 
and Barbara Blauer • Susan Brown 
• Leasa Burton • Keith Carlson • 
Carol Chandor and Tony Disciullo 
• Mimi Curran and Co Bennett • 
Rachel Curtis • Thaddeus and Lulu 
Davis • Matthew and Sara Dickey • 
Beth and Ian Doreian • Beth Elliott • 
Thomas and Joan Feeley • Michele 
Ferrari • Matthew Garber • Chris 
and Maureen Gallagher • Lisa 
Gross • Elizabeth Herlihy • Harold 
and Elizabeth Hestnes • Brenda 
Hochberg and David Dalgarno 
• Sarah Johnson • James Levitt 
• Diane and Mat MacIver • Geri 
McEachern • Augusta Meill • Peter 
and Lianne Nikitas • Doug Nucatola 
• Randy Parker • Angela Patel • Peter 
and Maria Smail • Rachael Solem • 
Jeffrey Stohlberg • Martha Nikitas 
Stone and Dr. John H. Stone V • 
Beth and Michael Stonebraker • 
Jessica and Mark Taranto • Michael 
Thompson and Theresa McNally 
• Pierre Valette and Hilary Selden 
Illick • Harriet and Larry Weiss • 
Mary Grace Whalen 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN CHAMPIONS: 
The following donors gave between 
$250 and $500.
Ace Charitable Foundation • 
American Endowment Foundation 
• Annalisa Amicangelo • Francis 
Bailey • Lucy Bartholomay • Gary 
Belowich and Julie Rosen • Lynne 
Benson • Nora Bloch • Toby Bottorf • 
Barbara Cook • Pamela and Belden 
Daniels • Rita DeAngelis • Emily and 
Brent Derr • Renata Ferrari • Bruce 
and Dana Gaffney • Gregory Gian • 

Robert Gingrich and Anne Gilligan 
• Ellen Glanz and Richard Berger 
• Maureen and Richard Griffin • 
John Hancock Financial Sercvices • 
Harvard Bookstore • Howard Horton 
• Emily Keefe • Jack and Phebe Kiryk 
• Luis Leon • Meira Levinson and 
Marc Lipsitch • Renee Loth and Bert 
Seager • Mark and Carolyn Loughlin 
• Amy and Doug MacDougall • Peter 
McManus • Piper McNealy • Peter 
Miller and Mary Cassesso • Frannie 
and Benton Moyer • Nashoba 
Brooks School of Concord • New 
England Independent Booksellers 
Association • Charlie and Wendy 
Perkins • Julie and Josh Philibert 
• Deborah Porter and Nicholas 
Negroponte • Peter and Lori 
Rosenberg • Birendro Roy • Geoff 
Smith • Harmony Spongberg • 
Beth and Michael Stonebraker • 
Thaddeus and Glenda Stump • Elly 
Swartz • Benjamin and Katherine 
Taylor • Nora Tsoutsis • Paula Tyack • 
John Wiley and Sons 

CHUPACABRA CONTRIBUTORS: 
The following donors gave between 
$100 and $250.
Hunter Aldrich • Jan Barrali • 
Richard Barrali • Gregory Batcheler • 
Clara and Jim Batchelor • Katherine 
Bayerl • David Birnbach • Judy 
Bolton-Fasman • Kathryn Bonfiglio 
• Tania Brady • Ian and Hilarie 
Cartwright • Linda Chadwick • 
Ava Cheloff • Deborah Choate • 
Deborah Coffey • Liza Cohen • 
Monica Collins • Jeffery Collins • 
Jonathan Crowe • Marjorie Daley • 
Page DeGregorio • Dianne Denton 
• Lisa DiSarro • Andrew Doggett 
• Trevor and Leslie Eddy • Kristin 
Farrell • Kathleen Ferraro • James 
Fiala and Robin Hennessy • Heidi 

Fiedler • Dan Fitzgerald • Helen 
Foster • Vivian Gainer • Catherine 
Gallivan • Matthew Garber • Harley 
Gates • Jana Gimenez • Julia Glass 
• Karin Goodfellow • Sarah Green 
• Betsy Groban • Groton School • 
Linda and George Harrar • Barbara 
Hayes • Nicholas Hiebert • Irwin 
Hipsman • Allison Hoch • Gil Hudson 
• Doreen Hunter • Erin Hurley • 
Donard Idada and Michelle Clough 
• Rita German • Suzanne Joyce • 
Ellen Kearns • Stephanie Le • Neal 
Lerner • Douglas Lester • William 
Levitt • Dana Levy and Patrick Kirby 
• Peter Lieberman and Rita Ranucci 
• Rosemary and Lewis Lloyd • Carl 
and Emily Lowenberg • Barbara Lynn 
Davis and Michael Davis • Andrew 
Maloney • Cheryl McSweeney • Beth 
Mendel • Meredith Corporation 
Foundation • Susan and Peter 
Merrill • Richard and Beatrice 
Miller • Kate Mills • Gregory Mone 
• Lindsey Musen • Bianca Olson • 
Robyn Olson • Rebecca Pacheco 
• Louise Page • Steve Paskal • 
Sarah and Pete Pedersen • Lowry 
Pei • Bryan Pennington and Emily 
Flanders • Julie and Josh Philibert • 
Vanessa Pompei-Britt • Pretty Things 
Beer & Ale Project • Barbra Rabson 
• Meg Ramsey • John Richmond 
• Anthony and Valerie Roman • 
Pamela Rosenberg • Dan and Jeanne 
Ross • Chris Ryan • Michael and 
Judy Schatz • Barbara Schecter • 
Clara Silverstein • Ken Simon and 
Sofia Sidoti • Ethan Smith • John 
Sneath • Ronald Solis • Douglas and 
Bettina Teich • Anne Thruelsen • 
Michael Travis and Renee Kwok • 
Tres Gatos • Rosamond Vaule • Tout 
Wang • Diana Wasserman • Debra 
and Robert Waterman • Frank 
Wisniewski


