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Dear ReadEr,

Before I took the helm 
as Executive Director 
last April, I directed 826 
Boston’s programs for 
five years. Alongside our 
dedicated volunteers, I had 

the opportunity to observe the transformative 
properties of our work on a day-to-day basis. 
I witnessed students develop critical writing 
skills, explore their imaginations, and 
publish their stories in beautiful collections. 
In this process, our young authors developed 
confidence in themselves and pride in their 
work. Now it is my honor to share some of the 
highlights of 2015-2016 with you. Thank you 
for being a key partner in our mission to help 
empower students to find their unique voices 
and share their stories with the world. 
 
In gratitude,

jessica drench 
Executive Director



by Exavier S., age 17
	   from  attendance would be 100%

High school is the place where you prepare for  your future. The schools could do a better 
job with that by supplying students the resources that they need to succeed, such as 
apprenticeships or more hands-on learning.

In May 2016, the first graduating class of the Margarita Muñiz Academy published Attendance Would Be 
100%: Student Proposals for High School Redesign Boston. A bilingual compilation of research, interviews, 
and personal stories, the collection lends the student perspective to the ongoing effort to re-imagine the 
future of education in Boston. Students interviewed more than 60 community stakeholders and school 
leaders, including Dr. Tommy Chang, Superintendent of the Boston Public Schools. Attendance Would Be 
100% was accepted into the EL Education’s Models of Excellence collection, a highly selective resource of 
exemplary student work open to educators across the country. Please visit the online companion to the book 
at www.826boston.org/redesign.

Featured publication:

Student Proposals 
			   for  high school redesign

Author Bio: Exavier is a Puerto Rican boy who grew up in Boston, Massachusetts—Hyde Park to be 
exact. He believes that in order to achieve your goal, you have to put sleep aside and just work until you 
can´t no more.



After-School Writing & Tutoring Program 	 
In addition to homework help, students receive individualized reading support and participate in 
ambitious long-term writing projects that culminate in published collections. Weekday sessions serve 
students ages 6 to 18. Weekend and evening sessions focus on teen students and offer additional 
help with college essays and applications.

Writers’ Room Program
Writers’ Rooms are open during and after school, managed by 826 Boston staff, and fueled by the 
support of trained tutors from partner universities. During the day, teachers bring whole classes 
to the space to work on writing assignments, and students receive individualized help with writing. 
After school, the room is a hub for creative writing clubs and projects, such as a literary magazine, a 
journalism club, and a slam poetry team. 

In-School Writing & Publishing Program 	  
826 Boston partners with the Boston Public Schools to provide book-publishing programs to 
students in grades 2 to 12. Year-long Young Authors’ Book Projects engage students all year, from 
brainstorming sessions in the fall through book release parties in the spring, when student authors 
see their writing published in professionally designed collections.

Teen Employment 
With the support of the Department of Youth Engagement and Employment (DYEE), 826 Boston 
employs and trains ten outstanding college-bound BPS high school students each year to serve as 
mentors and tutors to students in 826 Boston’s after-school programs, and gain on-the-job training 
and leadership skills. 

Summer & Vacation Workshops 	  
From food reviews to forensic writing, our school vacation workshops inspire writing projects that 
are not typically taught in school. This past summer, 826 Boston hosted middle school students for 
its five-week-long Summer Theater and Writing Collaborative in partnership with the American 
Repertory Theater and Boston After School & Beyond. 

Storytelling & Bookmaking Field Trips
On weekday mornings, the 826 Boston center buzzes with the enthusiasm of an entire class 
brainstorming characters, plot, and dialogue for a collaborative story. Students write and  
illustrate the tale together, and leave with their own personalized copies of the book—author  
photo and bio included.

Programs and Activities
826 Boston programs demonstrate that connecting students with project-based opportunities and 
immersing them in a culture of creativity can ignite their imaginations, boost their literacy skills, and 
improve their academic performance. In the 2015-2016 school year, 826 Boston offered nearly 19,000 
hours of one-on-one tutoring to 3,590 underserved students through the programs listed below.



You’re only as good as the people you’re surrounded 
by . . . Here in the Writers’ Room, my students are 
learning writing in the real world.

LINDSA McIntyre: 
Headmaster, Jeremiah E. Burke 
High School

826 Boston is effectively and sustainably scaling its work in the Boston Public Schools through its Writers’ 
Room program. 826 Boston opened its first Writers’ Room during the 2013-2014 school year at the John 
D. O’Bryant School of Math and Science in Roxbury. In 2016, 826 Boston launched its second Writers’ 
Room, at the Jeremiah E. Burke High School in the Grove Hall neighborhood of Dorchester. As outlined in 
its strategic plan, 826 Boston will open at least one more Writers’ Room each year over the next four years, 
which will double the number of students served by the organization by 2021. 

Spotlight on the  
Writers’ Room expansion 
					     and strategic plan



GIANT SQUID GIVERS gave between 
$25,000 and $100,000. 
Anonymous • Anonymous • Herbie Bohnet 
and Carrie Simons • Holly and David Bruce 
• Calderwood Writing Initiative • Andrew 
Cohn and Marcia Leavitt • Cummings 
Foundation • Liberty Mutual Foundation  
• Ludcke Foundation • State Street 
Foundation • The Mark Wahlberg Youth 
Foundation • Wellington Management 
Foundation • Kevin and Ellen Whalen

SASQUATCH SAVIORS gave between 
$10,000 and $25,000. 
Anonymous • The Boston Globe Foundation 
• Donna Cowan and Barry Nelson • Marla 
Felcher and Max Bazerman • Marc Foster 
and Andrea Roberts • Frank Reed & 
Margaret Jane Peters Memorial Fund I 
• Grantham, Mayo, Van Otterloo & Co. 
LLC • Tom Hancock and Cathy Fullerton 
• Houghton Mifflin Harcourt • Tim House 
and Ann Gary • Kochi Foundation • 
Gillian and Bill Kohli • Lwellyn Foundation 
• National Endowment for the Arts • 
Amelia Peabody Foundation • Pioneer 
Investments • Schrafft Charitable Trust • 
Dan Wasserman and Christine Chinlund 

AGOGWE ALTRUISTS gave between 
$5,000 and $10,000.
David and Betty Bagnani • Kristina Bieker-
Brady and David Brady • Boston Cultural 
Council • Brookline Bank • Linda Button 
and Peter Vicars • CDQ Charitable Trust 
• Cole Haan • Community Foundation for 
Northern Virginia / Adventures in Learning 
Fund • Harvey and Cathy Cotton • Peter 
Drench and Anne Ferguson • Anonymous 
• Esther B. Kahn Charitable Foundation • 
John Festa • Jon Fullerton and Louisa Lund • 
Spencer Glendon and Lisa Tung • Mary Ann 
Gore • Carol Greenwald and John Brouder 
• Robert and Judy Gundersen • John S. 
and James L. Knight Foundation • Thomas 
and Betsy Johnson • Jeff Mayersohn and 
Linda Seamonson • Morgan Stanley Global 
Impact Funding Trust, Inc. • Morgan Stanley 
• Emily and Chris Pardo • David Parker 
and Janet Tiampo • Putnam Investments 
• Ramsey McCluskey Family Foundation 
• The Paul and Sandy Edgerley Charitable 
Trust Fund • Jaime and Christopher Reid

DOVER DEMON DONORS gave 
between $2,500 and $5,000. 
Patricia and Lalor Burdick • Alice Cort 
and Bruce Walker • Carolyn Crowley • 
EdVestors • Fidelity Investments • Natalie 
Herald • Jay Jester • Daniel Johnson 
and Ebele Okpokwasili-Johnson • Lisa 
and Roger Krakoff • Amy Macdonald • 
MAXIMUS Foundation • Marion and 
David Mussafer • Greg and Kim Netland • 
Beth Pires • Amelie Ratliff • Elizabeth and 
Stephen Rosen • The Fuller Foundation, 
Inc. • Yelp! • Ande Zellman and James Isaacs 

PIASA BIRD PHILANTHROPISTS 
gave between $1,000 and $2,500
Robert and Caroline Abernethy • 
Anonymous • Abigail Baird • Rebecca 
Bermont and Alex Benik • Cathy Bernstein 
• Boston Car Service • Nancy and John 
Butman • Ian and Hilarie Cartwright • 
Kenneth Cohen and Kate Flora • Mimi 
Curran and Co Bennett • Rachel Curtis 
• Toni Czekanski • Thaddeus and Lulu 
Davis • Laura DeBonis and Scott Nathan 
• Eastern Bank • Umi and Mike Farrell 
• Bruce and Dana Gaffney • Chris and 
Maureen Gallagher • Abe and Mia Gore • 
Maureen and Richard Griffin • Danny and 
Craig Hannafin • Kurt and Charlotte Hemr 
• Brenda Hochberg and David Dalgarno • 
HOPEsudbury • Howard Horton • David 
and Charisse Howse • Jacqueline Kates • 
Katie Kingsbury and Brian Hindo • Dan 
Kingsbury and Catriona Ni Dhuchon • 
Knapp Family Foundation • Laurence 
Knowlton • Alexandra Leake • Augusta 
Meill • Ellen and John Newell • Tom and 
Mary Perrotta • Pilot House Associates 
• Edward and Nancy Roberts • Diane 
Savitzky and Michael Pappone • Barbara 
and Eric Sheffels • Leigh Simmons • David 
and Debra Smookler • South Friendly 
Society • Erin Sunderland • Westin Copley 
Place • Terry Wit
 
SQUONK SUPPORTERS gave 
between $500 and $1,000.
Steven Ashley • Laurie Beckelman • Ross 
Bradford • Brookline Booksmith • Laura 
Burns • Leasa Burton • Patrick Coleman • 
Barbara Cook • Marylee Curran • Charles 
and Elizabeth D’Amour • Matt Davis • 

Contstantino De Lollis • Matthew and Sara 
Dickey • Chris Ryan Donovan, Sullivan & 
Ryan CPAs • Beth and Ian Doreian • Zack 
Drench and Heather Leavell • Yukiko and 
Eran Egozy • Adam and Michele Ferrari • 
Kyle Hartung and Kristin Russo • Harvard 
Book Store • Michael and Mary Jenkins • Lou 
Katz and Jean Ellis • Kate and Christopher 
Knapp • Jonathan Krieger • Paul Lazay and 
Kathleen Huber • Renee Loth and Bert 
Seager • Jonathan Feeley and Jenny Lupica 
• Stuart Mackinnon • Marcela Mahecha • 
John Marshall and Lodovica Illari • Rosalee 
and David McCullough • Kathy McGirr 
and Keith Carlson • Nicolas Minutillo • 
Kathryn and Tim Murphy • Glenn Myers 
• Brian Navarro • Jamie Navarro • Amelia 
Newcomb and Scott Armstrong • Peter 
and Lianne Nikitas • John O’Keefe • Randy 
Parker • Angela Patel • Karen Pfefferle and 
Geoff Cisler • Jennifer Rikoski • Toby and 
Mandy Romer • Pamela Rosenberg • Daniel 
Salera and Michael McCay • Michael 
Salinger • Aimée Scorziello • Carl and 
Sally Shippee • Mark Smith • SoulPancake 
• Clergy Discretionary Fund Temple 
Israel, Boston • TIFF Advisory Services 
Inc. • Nora Tsoutsis • Paula Tyack • UBS 
Matching Gifts Program • United Housing 
Management, LLC • David Weinstein • 
Wellesley Bank • Martin Raymond West • 
Russell Wiederspahn • Neal Winneg 

LAKE CHAMPLAIN CHAMPIONS 
gave between $250 and $500.
Eric Abella • ACE Charitable Foundation 
• Tobin Anderson • Stephanie Andrews • 
Angela Arsnault • Rachel Bain • Bank of 
America Charitable Foundation, Inc. • Gary 
Belowich and Julie Rosen • Nora Bloch • Eve 
Bridburg • Roy Chan • Carol Chandor and 
Tony Disciullo • Churyl Croone • Kathleen 
Devlin and Michael Joyce • Tatjana Drench • 
First Church Boston Unitarian Universalist • 
Dan Fitzgerald • Emily Franklin • Samantha 
Galvin • Sara Garland • Daniel Geffken • 
Mer Gordon • Paul Heffernan • Michael 
and Carole Horne • Andrew Innes and Jody 
Burr • Alex Kaplan • Beth and Mark Kates • 
Barry Kaye • Norma and Irving Kronenberg 
• Kelly Kulsrud • Neal and Tania Lerner • Jo 
Levine • Meira Levinson and Marc Lipsitch 
• The Elephant Literary Magazine • Mark 

Thank you 
			   to our  FY 2016 Supporters

Thank you to 
our Service and 
Government Partners



and Carolyn Loughlin • Gregory Maguire 
• Anne Manning • Melinda Marble and 
Jay Cantor • Lew McCreary • Frannie 
and Benton Moyer • Amy Mulvena • 
Lindsey Musen • Barbara and Ed Navarro 
• New England Independent Booksellers 
Association • Robyn Olson • Usha Pasi 
• Bryan Pennington and Emily Flanders 
• Stephen Perepeluk • Tony Pires • Estie 
Rappaport • Regina Pizza of Allston • Clare 
Reilly • Marinell Rousmaniere • Kurt D. 
Gress Samuel Parkinson • Groton School • 
Meredith Segal • Ned Semonite • Andrew 
Simon • Rachael Solem • Hanna Soltys • 
Susan Sommer • Megan Sullivan • Rebecca 
Taplin and Daniel Sigward • Benjamin and 
Katherine Taylor • Hal Tepfer • James 
Tobin • Ryan Vanderweit • Matt Watson 
• Maryanne Weiss • Gerald Whelan • Rob 
Wilstein and Lorri Berrenberg

CHUPACABRA CONTRIBUTORS 
gave between $100 and $250.
Hanna Adams • Alicia Andre • Nicole 
Angeloro • Evelyn Arana-Ortiz • Linda Atlas 
• William Baert • Francis Bailey • Elizabeth 
Baker • Jan Barrali • Richard Barrali • 
Ed Barton and Mark Sullivan • Gregory 
Batcheler • Arnie Bauchner and Eda 
Spielman • Rachel Becker • Scilla Bennett 
• John and Lynee Benson • Genie and Jim 
Bentley • Joe Berkowitz • Eloise Biscoe • 
Dane Bjerno • Nicholas Boatwright • Robert 
Booth • Alec and Heidi Brackenridge • 
Jeff Britton • Sarah Brown • Tracy Brown 
• Patricia Bruce • Jeremy Burton • Trevor 
Byrne • Scott Challener • Deborah Choate 
• Melissa Ciaccia • Sharon Clairmont • Earl 

A. Clairmont Jr. • Deborah Coffey • Fred 
Cohen • Liza Cohen • Bonnie Costello • 
Holly Cratsley • Jonathan Crowe • Rowan 
Curran • Tina D’Souza • Pamela and Belden 
Daniels • Elizabeth de Saint-Aignan • Yue 
Deng • Heather Densmore • Emily and 
Brent Derr • Joanna Ware and Diana Doty 
• Andrew Doggett • Barbara L. Drench • 
Deborah Ecker • Trevor and Leslie Eddy • 
Beth Elliott • Liz Fenstermaker • Stephen 
Fischetti • Anne Fleche • Katherine Flynn 
• Dana Francis • Judy Fyfield • Anne Galko 
• Catherine Gallivan • Jana Gimenez • Bob 
Gingrich and Anne Gilligan • Julia Glass • 
Ed and Laurie Goldman • Jonah Goldstein 
and Katrina Goldsaito • Deb Goldstein • 
Susan and Jerry Gottlieb • Flavia Graf and 
Tim Reardon • Perrin Grayson • Daniel 
Greenberg • Ann Groban • Heather and 
Byrne Guarnotta • Ned Hackett • Deane 
Hall • Nancy Hancock • Chantalle Hanna 
• Rickie Harvey • Beth and Rick Haynes • 
Steven Herscovici • Melissa Hines • irwin 
hipsman • Jane Hirschi • Allison Hoch • 
Katherine Howe • Marc Hughes • Doreen 
Hunter • Erin Hurley • Gail Inferrere • 
J.P. Morgan Private Bank • Lisa Jackson 
• Suzie Jacobson • Helen Jacobson • John 
F. Kennedy School of Government • 
John Wiley & Sons, Inc. • Brian Johnson 
• Sarah Johnson • Dimitrios Kandylas • 
Beth Kantrowitz and Ben Scheindlin • 
Ellen Kearns • Ram Kelath • Hope Kelly • 
Louise Kennedy • Scott Kirshner • Lonsdale 
Koester • Grace Kronenberg and David 
Coriell • Frannie Kronenberg • Clarence 
Lai • Stefan Lanfer • Joan Sarles Lee • 
Jenna and Steven Leschuk • Douglas Lester 

• Robert Leveille • Justin Levine • Mike, 
Cynthia, Beija, and Archer Levine • Dana 
Levy and Patrick Kirby • Rosemary and 
Lewis Lloyd • Keith Love • Carl and Emily 
Lowenberg • Sophia Mansori • Eileen Marks 
• Rebecca Matthews • Joseph McCannon 
• Micki McElya • Charlie McIntosh • Piper 
McNealy • Cheryl McSweeney • Dolores 
Mitchell • Peter Moloney • Mary Mullin 
• Michele Mulvaney • Donna Muncey • 
Sharon and Stephen Napolitano • Anne 
Navarro • Nanette and Ken Navarro • 
Kim Occhiuti • Dr. Bertram and Eunice 
Okpokwasili • Bianca Olson • ZZ Packer 
• Louise Page • Melissa Pardo • Steve 
Paskal • Jessica Patton • Lindsay Pazdan • 
Tom Perlmutter • Marc Pfleging • Wanda 
Philibert • Arlene Popkin • David Prior and 
Jeanne Po • Matthew Pritchard • Arden 
Reamer • Jennifer Ring • Dan and Jeanne 
Ross • Birendro Roy • Kristen Rucki • 
Andrew Russell and Helene Norton-Russell 
• Amy Ryan • Jerry Sadoff • Michael and 
Judy Schatz • Lewis and Elisabeth Silletto • 
David Singer • Shavawn & Michael Smith & 
Bock • Joan Soble and Scott Ketcham • Tim 
Solon • Harmony Spongberg • Elly Swartz • 
Jessica and Mark Taranto • Aulston Taylor • 
Michael Thompson and Theresa McNally • 
Jim and Helga Thompson • Carol Trager and 
Matt Carrano • Jason Vaillancourt • Barbara 
Van Dyke • John Wang • Joyce Wang • Tout 
Wang • Justin Webster • Carl Weinberg • 
James Weinberg • Martin and Grace West 
• Lynn White • Barbara and Russell Williams 
• Jamaal Williams • Marjorie Williams • Chi 
Wong • Joe Wright • Benjamin Zander • 
Enid Zimbler

826 Boston FY16 Financial Activity

Total Revenue 
$1,050,180

$1,041,789
Total Expenses

6% administration

46% events41% grants

12% individuals (non-event)

1% store

70% programs 

22% fundraising

A special thank you to the following photographers and designers for providing the images in this report.  
FRONT COVER: Gretjen Helene • BACK COVER: Leise Jones Photography • PAGE 2: Photos by Jennifer Waddell, Book cover design by 
John Kramer • PAGE 4: Gretjen Helene. Design by Trish Leavitt of Silver Lining Design, and Victoria Ancone. 



I, Nashawn, am in charge of the 
factory. The Chocolate Factory 
is in the woods on Wooden 
Street. There is a back room 
where the food is made. There 
are cool machines in the back, 
and I love playing with them. I 
push random buttons. You don’t 
know how good the chocolate 
chip cookies are. The cookies 
taste like joy and they have 
M&M’s in all colors.

Originally published in:  
all this ticking: Stories of Time Travel

the chocolate 
factory 
by Nashawn W., age 9

is a nonprofit youth writing and publishing organization that empowers traditionally 
underserved students ages 6-18 to find their voices, tell their stories, and gain 

communication skills to succeed in school and in life. 

For more information, please visit 
www.826boston.org


